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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS COUNTRY ASSESSMENT ON LEBANON 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AN INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT 
DESCRIBING THE NARCOTICS PROBLEM IN LEBANON. PAPER WAS 
PREPARED FOR USE DURING FY 1976 PROGRAM REVIEW. WE INVITE 
MISSION NARCOTICS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE ASSESSMENT AND 
CABLE ANY COMMENTS, CORRECTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS MISSION 
MAY HAVE. MISSION REPRESENTATIVE AT NEW DELHI REGIONAL 
NARCOTICS CONFERENCE MAY ALSO WISH DISCUSS ASSESSMENT 
WITH WASHINGTON REPS AT CONFERENCE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: SIGNIFICANCE: IN THE INTERNATIONAL NAR- 
COTICS CONTROL EFFORT, LEBANON IS POTENTIALLY IMPORTANT 
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BOTH AS A PROCESSOR AND AS A TRANSIT COUNTRY FOR OPIUM, 
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BUT THE CURRENT PROBLEM IS PRIMARILY HASHISH WHICH IS 
GROWN AND SHIPPED IN LARGE QUANTITIES. THE OPIUM POPPY 
IS NOT CURRENTLY GROWN IN LEBANON, AT LEAST NOT IN SIG- 
NIFICANT AMOUNTS; HOWEVER, THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT 
LIMITED AMOUNTS OF HEROIN ARE BEING PRODUCED IN LEBANON 
FROM OPIUM GUM AND MORPHINE BASE OF TURKISH ORIGIN. 
DESPITE REPORTS THAT OPIUM TRAFFIC THROUGH LEBANON, ESPE- 
CIALLY THROUGH THE PORT OF BEIRUT, HAS INCREASED IN 
RECENT YEARS, THE AMOUNTS INVOLVED APPARENTLY ARE SMALL. 
HOWEVER, WITH SMUGGLING ROUTES TO NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES 

AND TO EUROPE AND THE US WELL ESTABLISHED, LEBANON WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE A POTENTIALLY IMPORTANT TRANSIT COUNTRY. 

PROBLEM: THE BIGGEST PROBLEM IN DEALING WITH LEBANON 
IS ITS GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION AND ITS MULTINATIONAL 
POPULATION WHICH MAKE CONTROL EFFORTS DIFFICULT. THE 
COMPARATIVELY LONG COASTLINE, THE HIGH VOLUME OF MARINE 
AND AIR TRAFFIC THROUGH THE PORT OF BEIRUT, AND THE LONG 
BORDER WITH SYRIA MAKE SMUGGLING RELATIVELY EASY. NONE- 
THELESS, LEBANESE ANTI-TRAFFICKING MEASURES ARE RATED 
"GOOD ". LEBANESE LAW PROHIBITS THE GROWTH, MANUFACTURE, 
TRANSPORT, SALE, AND POSSESSION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS. 
LEBANESE CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES HAVE ALSO INDICATED AN 
INTEREST IN TIGHTENING THEIR INSPECTION PROCEDURES. 
COORDINATION BETWEEN THE POLICE AND GENDARMERIE IS ALSO 
GOOD IN MOST AREAS, BUT THERE APPEARS TO BE RELATIVELY 
LITTLE COORDINATION BETWEEN CUSTOMS AND THE 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. 

PROSPECTS: HASHISH WILL CONTINUE TO BE LEBANON'S PRIMARY 
NARCOTICS PROBLEM, BUT THE LOW VOLUME OF OPIATES MANU- 
FACTURED IN AND TRANSITING THE COUNTRY HAS ONLY LIMITED 
SIGNIFICANCE. WITH CONTROL MEASURES BEING STRENGTHENED 
ELSEWHERE IN THE NEAR EAST, HOWEVER, LEBANON COULD 
BECOME AN IMPORTANT TRANSIT POINT FOR NARCOTICS, ESPE- 
CIALLY IF OPIUM TRAFFICKERS DECIDE TO SHIFT THEIR 
OPERATIONS TO THE PERSIAN GULF AREA. THERE IS CURRENTLY 
NO EVIDENCE THAT SUCH A SHIFT IS IMMINENT. THERE 
CONTINUE TO BE UNCONFIRMED REPORTS, HOWEVER, THAT SOME 
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OPIUM IS REACHING LEBANON VIA THE PERSIAN GULF EMIRATES. 
KISSINGER 
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